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Fire!!! provides a publication venue for scholars to utilize various media formats as evidence 
to advance their theories and interpretations.  
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  Fire!!!: The Multimedia Journal of Black Studies 
was inspired by the short-lived Harlem Renaissance 
journal edited by Wallace Thurman. Legendary literary 
figures such as Langston Hughes and Zora Neale 
Hurston contributed to the journal. Thurman, Hughes, 
and Hurston were at various times part of Carter G. 
Woodson’s intellectual circle. Woodson’s relation to 
the founding contributors of Fire!!: A Quarterly Devoted 
to the Younger Negro Artists inspired ASALH’s decision 
to publish a contemporary version of the journal. The 
original Fire!! sought to expand the boundaries of early 
20th-century publishing by addressing issues of interest 
to younger scholars and artists. Likewise, Fire!!!—with 
three exclamation points—breaks new ground by 
exploring the value of digital media in scholarly inquiry 
and publishing that has appeal to 21st-century scholars, 
students, and the general public.  

What We Publish 

   Fire!!! is a multidisciplinary peer-reviewed journal 
that uses the interactive capabilities of digital media 
technologies to expand knowledge by publishing 
articles that reshape and redefine Black Studies. The 
goal is to attract scholars from the arts, social sciences, 
and humanities whose research incorporates audio 
and/or visual evidence to substantiate or challenge 
scholarly theories and interpretations of Black life, 
culture, and history. Scholars in other disciplines who 
address issues related to Black experiences are also 
encouraged to submit their research for review.  

Why Publish in Fire!!!? 

   Media-enhanced publishing is revolutionary. The 
incorporation of new technologies into library 
acquisitions, classroom pedagogical approaches, and 
academic publishing has impacted all levels of 
education, pre-K through postgraduate. Mobile 
technologies, such as tablets and smartphones, are 
increasingly used to communicate ideas, facilitate study 
groups, and access scholarly information. The cost of 
publishing traditional hard-copy journals has soared, 
while library acquisition budgets have been cut. Across 
the country, university and other public libraries have 
cancelled print versions of journals due to cost and 
limitation of space. Fire!!! is a solution to both 
concerns. It is a born-digital journal that surpasses  
traditionally digitized print journal articles in PDF 
form because it provides an interactive experience for 
today’s technologically savvy, digital-media-oriented 
generation of students.  
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   Through the use of digitized media such as video 
and audio clips, interactive graphics, photographs, and 
three-dimensional objects, Fire!!! brings the lived 
experiences of field trips, museum and archive visits, 
and research activities to the desktops, tablets, and 
smartphones of students and scholars. The reading, 
listening, and viewing aspects of the articles make 
them more engaging, offering students more 
opportunities to connect with content and to 
communicate their ideas about authors’ work. 
 
   National reports by the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation, the Ford Foundation, ECAR, 
Code.org, and more have recommended increased 
technology incorporation and digital access in all fields 
of learning. The MacArthur Foundation published a 
report in 2011 that states, “People learn best through 
doing and learning is better retained and more easily 
applied in different settings when it connects to other 
things of interest.”  

   Millennials spend more time with digital than 
traditional media. If “three out of four administrators 
say mobile learning devices are beneficial for 
increasing … learning,” it is imperative that Black 
Studies scholars have a venue that allows them to 
distribute their research for 21st-century students.  

   Fire!!! is immediately available via JSTOR. It draws 
international interest in Black Studies through 
worldwide subscriptions.  

   Visit the journal’s website for submissions and 
additional information. 
 

“If we don’t tell them, the 
world will never know.” 

ASALH is the world’s oldest 
organization devoted to the 

research, education, and 
preservation of culture and 

history of people of African 
descent. 



 

Thu, Sep 24, 2015, 10:00 to 11:50 am, Sheraton Atlanta Hotel, Georgia 9                                      
Doing Womanist Work                                                                               
Commentator: R. Scott Heath, GSU                                                               
Theorizing African Diaspora Womanism – Dorothy Jane Tsuruta, SFSU          
Transformative Language Requires the Use of a Womanist Lens – Veta Irby-Ware, SFSU 
Womanist Approaches to Preserving the Lives of Black Males – Kevin L. Brooks, OSU 
Hiphop Womanist Inquiry – Dawn-Elissa Fischer, SFSU 

Fri, Sep 25, 2015, 8:30 to 9:50 am, Sheraton Atlanta Hotel, Georgia 5 
Publishing Without Walls: eBlack Studies and a New Collaboration 
for Digital Publishing                                                             
Commentator: Sandra Phoenix, HBCU Library Alliance                       
Digital Tools and Black Studies – Ronald W. Bailey, UIUC                      
Building a Collaboration to Support Digital Publishing – Harriett Green, UIUC 
Digital Tools and Publishing Opportunities – Marilyn M. Thomas-Houston, UF            

Sat, Sep 26, 2015, 12:00 to 1:45 pm, Sheraton Atlanta Hotel, Georgia 6 
Health and Wellness Advocacy: A New Public Engagement Pathway 
for African American Studies                                               
Commentators: Akinyele Umoja, GSU and Safiya Omari, JSU 
#BlackGirlsRun – Felicia Harris, UH-Downtown                                               
Racial Discrimination and Mental Health – Sharde McNeil Smith, UIUC      
Black Women and Their Health – Jamae Morris, GSU                                   
Obstacles and Options to Faith-Based HIV Service Delivery to Low-Income Inner City 
Residents – Sanita Davis, GSU 

Subscriptions to Fire!!!: The Multimedia Journal of Black Studies can be 
obtained for your university library through JSTOR. 

Contact: Sri Rajan                                                                               
JSTOR Fulfillment Manager                                                                  
149 Fifth Avenue 8th Floor                                                                            
New York, NY 10010 

For questions about publishing, email: editors@fire-jbs.org 

For all other business arrangements, such as advertising and permissions, contact: 
Sylvia Y. Cyrus, Executive Director, ASALH, executivedirector@asalh.net                                                                   

For ASALH memberships, visit: www.asalh100.org  

Visit the Fire!!!-sponsored invited sessions at the ASALH 
Centennial Meeting and Conference 

www.fire-jbs.org 


